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Comments upon tke Sacred Writings of the ‘Jews and 


Christians. . Exodus Chapter 10. 
, 

N our laft comment we pafled over a confiderable por- 
tion of the miftculous accounts contained in the 9th 
chapter of this book. What remains is of a fimilar cait 
and charatter to that which preceded, and it is ouly necel- 
fary to add a fingle remark, and then proceed in our en- 
quiriés. It appears, by the ftatement made in this chap- 
ter, that the cattle belonging to the Egyptians were, by 
the mighty power of God, killed twice over; for in the 
fixth verfe itis faid, ‘* And the Lord did that thing on 
the morrow, and a7 the cattle of Egypt died.” The 
25th verfe is as follows: “ And the hail {mote through- 
out all the land of Egypt, and all that was" in the field, 
both man and beait.” Ww hat is called revelation is never 
confiftent with itfelf; even in the relation of common 
fa&ts, (which fa&ts by the way make no part of revelation) 
there is fuch incoherence and fuch incongruity as will 
for ever ftamp this book with the character of infurmount- 
able inconfiltency.x—The tenth chapter is compofed of 
fimilar materials, and partakes of the general character 
of thofe which preceded. ‘There are but two idees of 
magnitude contained in the whole chapter. The firlt is 
the working of miracles by the power of God; the fecond, 
the fame power of God employed in hardening the heart 
of Pharaoh and anihilating all the beneficial confequences 
which would otherwife have been produced by the om- 
nipotence of Jehovah. Swarms of locufts and preterna.- 
tural darknefs areghere employed for the accomplith- 
ment of an object which, accerding to the very ftory it. 
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Yell, the God of Mofes intended to prevent. - Of all the 
beoks that ever were written this book of Exodus is fure- 
ty beft entitled tothe name of a farce ; the predominart 
charaéters are the Hebrew divinity, Mofes, Aaron and 
the Egvptian king; to which may be added the magici- 
airs of the country aiding and abeting the royal tyrant in 
his dexterous exploits, to combat the skill and cunning 
of Jehovah’s conjurers. All thefe with fome collateral 
agents of a fubordinate nature impudently prefent.them- 
felves and challenge the homage the refpect and high ap- 
probation of an enlightened pofterity; whereas reafon 
iciepce and human improvement hold fuch idle tales in fo- 
vereign contempt. The {tate of fogiety in which we 
live has marked thefe legacies of antiquity, thefe frag- 
ments of a fuperftitious age, with a fraudulent chara&ter 
that can never be miltaken. A comparative view of the 
ftate of human improvement in.different ages and coun. 
tries would furnifh a fatisfatory explanation of that mi- 
raculous-credulity, which has been and -ftill -continues 
in fome meafure a powerful caufe, operating defperately 
again{t the dignity and happine(s-of mtelligent life. What 
have all thefe Mofaic frogs,-and lice, and-flies, -and lo- 
cufts todo with.the nature of truth or the principles of 
morality ? \\ ho, that reads and refleéts at all, can be in- 
capablesof difcovering in thefe religious flories of a fuper- 
natural kind, all the whim, fancy and fanaticifm, which 
have always relulted froma {tate of intellectual darknels 
and the milerable condition in which human life has been 
generally involved? If fupernatural theolegy did not 
repel the efforts of enquiring minds, by terrific denunci- 
ations, it would foon fall an eafy facrifice to the power 
of thought, and yield to the efficacious diffufion of hu- 
man knowledge. Its deftiny however.is fixed; its fate 
is decreedi beyond the power of revocation. This re- 
quires only time—let us have time and the work of intel- 

Jectual regeneration will become :complete and univerial. 
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TO THE EDITOR. 


Sre, 


Your correfpondents are pleafed'to find you engaged ine 
examining the books attributed "to Mofes. Such an in- 
veftigation is highly ufeful'in expofing to public view the 
grofs impofitions thathave been praétifed upon man, and 
the books in queftion: do not appear ever to have been 
ferutinized with that attention which the fubjeCt requires 
—I!fahundred refle&ting beings were to fit downand delibe- 
rately commit to paper every thought that fhould occur 
on aferious perufal of thefe records, each ene from the 
mafs of matter they contain would probably extract fome 
iniquity or abfurdity unnoticed by the others—it is in- 
deed evident, from what has appeared in the Profpect, 
thaf nothing is wanting to complete the downfall of fuper- 
{tition, but a public examination of-thele writings, with 
a portion of common. underitanding, which eyery one 
poffeffes.. But here the fticklers for revelation will in- 
terpofe and fay, “It is not denied that there are seeming 
“ contradictions; and, to carnal minds, fome exceptionable 
“ paflages in the facred- volumes; but let it be remember. 
* ed, that it is an erroneous and dangerous principle to 
“ judge of a divine communication with a: Suman-and 
© corrupted under{tanding. ‘The creature will thus be in- 
“ evitably loft ;- for Suman reason alas !'is a false and 2. 
« blind guide-”—This is a ferious.and important fubjete 
of examination—the whole fabric qf Chititian faperttiti- 
on is built upon it, and it is the daty both of believers and 
unbelievers toenquire if they wifh to embrace the truth 
— How then, or by what means, was this important dif- 
covery firft brought to light > How has man become ac- 
quainted with it? ‘Po which of his powers or faculties 
is this whining: pefition addrefféd ? or by what mental 
procefs is the being who fimcerely doubts to become cons 
vinced of it? Does God beftow upon the human race 
faculty whereby to diftinguilh and exalt them above th- 
reft of creation, and then call upon them by the exercile 
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of this faculty to furnith or receive evidence of its own in- 
capacity to judge of evidence when prefented to it? Does 
he implant in man reafon (or a power of difcriminating 
in matters of importance) and then with the help of this 
Jame power caule himto fee that it must in the moft im- 
portant of all concerns deceive and betray him? Is he 
directed to ufe this faculty only that he may difcover by 
the ule of it that it is of no ufe at all, or rather, that he 
muft by ufing it irrecoverably damn and deftroy himfelf? 
‘To what given extent mutt this faculty be exercifed be- 
Jore by its affiitance man fhall difcern that it never can al- 
fift, but muft for ever puzzle and confound him? and 
how can he after once clearly difcovering its tendency to 
perplex and miflead be fatisfied that it has not in that 
very difcovery, duped and impofed upon him ?—The 
weaknefs and infufficiency of human reafon mutt be dil-, 
covcred, either by the help of that fame reafon (which is 
no difcovery at all) or of fome faculty fuperior or inferior, 
to it.—-Does man polsefs fuch fuperior faculty ? or will 
the libeilers of reafon contend that he does? certainly 
not—Into what corner or crevice then of his under{tand- 
ing is it intended to force the bafe and ungrateful idea, 
that reafon is a blind guide, and in fpiritual matters muft 
be renounced? Can the conviction of it be conveyed to 
man through his fenfes? If not, it muft be cognizable 
only (if cognizable at all) by fome fubordinate power or 
Operation of his mind, and by what authority does fuch 
inferior power claim dominion over reafon, the nobleft 
gift of the Creator >A fingle refle€tion, with its confe- 
quences, muflfor ever prottrate this grand pillar of fuper- 
fiition—** Reafon,” faysa believer, “ is a false witness ; 
it is a blind guide.” —How, we again ask, are we to obtain 
a knowledge of it? Of what nature is the vifion by 
which this blindnefsis difcovered? Reafon, as the ftig- 
ma implies, does not bear teftimony againi itfelf—lf 
then this dilcovering faculty be fomething inferior to rea- 
fon, and to which reafon is notwithttanding required to 


yield ailznt, then the blind are indeed aiming to lead or 
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dire& the blind ; and Chriftian authority, if it can be re- 
lied on, aflures' us that *“¢bey shgll both fall into the 
itch.” 


ree 
Profession of faith of a Savoyard Curate, from 


Rousseau, continued from our last. 


God is good, nothing is more manifeft than this truth ; 
goodnefs in man, however, confifts in a love to his fellow- 
creatures, and the goodnefs of God in a love of order: for 
itis on fuch order that the conneétion and prefervation of 
all things depend. Again, God is juft; this I am fully 
convinced of, as it is the natural confequence of his good- 
nels. ‘The injuflice of men is their own work, not his ; 
and that moral diforder, which, in the judgment of fome 
philofophers, makes againtt the fyftem of providence, is 
in mine the ftrongeft argument for it. Juftice in man, in- 
deed, is to render every one his due; but the juftice of 
God requires, at the hands of every one, an account of the 
talents with which he has entrutted him. 

In the difcovery, however, by the force of reafon, of 
thofe divine attributes, of which I have no abfolute idea, 
I only affirm what I do not clearly comprehend, which is 
in effet to afirm nothing. I may fay, it is true that God 
is this or that ; I may be fenfible of it, and fully convinced 
within myfelf that he is fo, lam yet never the better able 
to conceive how, or in what manner, he fois. 

In fhort, the greater efforts 1 make to contemplate his 
infinite eflence, the lefs I am able to conceive it: But ] 
am certain that he is, and that is fufficient ; the more he 
{urpafles my conceptions, the more Iladorehim. Ihum- 
ble myfelf before him, and fay, * Being of beings, I am, 
* becaufe thou art; to meditate continually on thee, is to 
“‘ elevate my thoughts to the fountain of exiftence. The 
<< moit meritorious ufe of my reafon is to be annihilated 
“‘ before thee : it is the delight of my foul, to feel my weak 
** faculties overcome by the f{plendor of thy greatnefs.” 
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After having thus deduced, from the impreffions’ of 
perceptible objets, and that ifate principle leads me to 
judge of natural caufes from exprience, the moft important’ 
truth ; it remains for me to enquire what maxims I ought 
to draw from them, for my conduét in life, what rules E 
ought to prefcribe to mylfelf, in-otder to fulfil my deftina- 
tion on earth, agreeable to the defign of him who placed 
mehere. ‘To purfue my own method, I deduce:not thefe 
rules from the fublime principle of philofophy ; but find: 
them written in indelible charaCters-on my heart. I have 
only to confult myfelf concerning what | ought to do; alk 
that I feel to be right, is right ; whatever I feel to be wrong; 
is wrong : confcience is the ableft of all cafuilts, and it is 
only when we are trafficking with her, that we have re- 
courfe to the fubtilties.of logical ratiocination.. ‘The chief 
of our concerns is that of ourfelves. ; yet how: often have 
we not been told by the monitor within, that to purfue our 
own intereft at the ex pence of others would be to do wrong! 
we imagine thus, that we are fometimes obeying the im- 
pulfe of nature, and we are all the while refifting it: In. 
liftening to the voice of our fenfes, we turn a deaf ear to 
the dictates of our hearts, the a€tive Being obeys, the 
paflive Being commands. Confcience is the voice of the 
foul, the paflions are the voice of the body. Is.it fur: 
prizing that thefe two voices fhould fometimes contradic 
each other; or can it be doubted, when they do, whick 
ought tobe obeyed? Reafon deceives us but too often; 
and has given us aright to diftrutt her conclufions ; but 
confcience never deceives us.” She is man’s trueft and 
fafelt guide ; confcience is inthe foul, what inftin¢t is in 
the body. Whoever puts himfelf under the condu& of 
his guide, purfues the direct path of nature, and need 

not fear to be mifled. 

All the morality of our a€tions lies in the judgment we 
ourfelves form of them. If virtue be any thing reat, it 
ought to be the fame in our hearts as in our actions; and 
one of the firft rewards of juftice, is to be confcious of 

putting it in practice. If moral goodnefs be agreeable to 
our Nature, a man cannot be found of mind, or periectiy: 
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eonititated, unlefs he be good. Onthe contrary, if it 
‘be not fo, and iman if naturally wicked, he cannot be. 
come good without a corruption of his nature ; goodnels 
being evidently contrary to his conftitution. Formed 
for the deftruction of his fellow-creatares, as the wolf to 
devour its prey, an humane and compaflonate man, 
would be as depraved an animal as a meek and lamb- 
like wolf, while virtue only would leave behind it the 
{tings of remorfe. - 

Let us examine ourfelves, my young friend, all parti. 
ality apart, and fee which way our inclinations tend. 
Which is moft agreeable to us, to contemplate the hap- 
pines or the miferies of others? Which is moft pleafing 
for us todo, and leaves the moft agreeable reflection be- 
hind it, an act of benevolence or of mifchief? For whoni 
are me moft deeply interefted at our theatres? ‘Did you 
take a pleafure in acts of villainy? or do you fhed tears 
feeing the authors of them brought to condign punith- 
ment? It has been faid that every thing is indifferent to 
usin which we are interefted: the contrary, however, 
is certain, as the foothing endearments of friendthip and 
humanity confole us under affliction; and even in our 
pleafures we fhould be too folitary, too miferabie, if we 
had nobody to partake of them with us. 

If there be nothing moral in the heart of man, whenee, 
arife thofe tranfports of admiration and elteem we enter- 
tain for heroic actions, and great minds? What has 
this virtuous enthufiafm to do with our private intereft ? ? 
Wherefore do I rather with to be an expiringCato, than 
atriumphant Cefar? Deprive our hearts of a natural 
affection for the fublime and beautiful, and you deprive 
us of allthe pleafures of life. The many whole meaner 
paflions have ftified, in his narrow foul, fuch delightful 
fentiments; he, who, by dit of concentrating all his af- 
fections within himfelf, hath arrived at the pitch of hav- 
ing no regard for any one elle, is no longer capable of 
fuch tranfports ; his frozen heart never flutters with joy ; 
uo fympathetic tendernefs’brings the tears into his eyes ; 
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he is incapable of enjoyment; the unhappy wretch is 
void of fenfibility ; he is already dead. 

But how great foever may be the number of the wick. 
ed; there are but few of thefe cadaverous fouls, but few 
perions fo infenfidle, if their own intereft be fet afide, to 
what is jult and good. Iniquity never pleafes unlefs we 
profit by it; in every other cafe it is natural for us to des 
fire the protection of the innocent. Do we fee, for in- 
fiance, an act of injuftice or violence committed in the 
{treet, or on the highway; .an emotion of refentment 
and indignation immediately .rifes in the heart, and in- 
cites us to ftand up in defence of the injured or opprefs- 
ed: but amore powerful confideration reftrains us, and 
the laws deprive individuals of the right of taking upon 
themfelves to avenge infulted innocence, On the contra. 
ry, if we happen to be witnefles to any act of compaffion 
or generofity, with what admiration, with what efteem 
are we inftdntly infpired! Who is there that doth not, 
on fuch an occafion, fay to himfelf, would I had done as 
much? It is certainly of very little confequence to us 
whether 2 man was good or bad who lived two. thoufand 
years ago ; and yet we are as much affected in this re- 
{pect, by the relations we meet with in ancient hiftory, 
as if the tranfactions recorded had happened in our own 


times. 
To be continued. 
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*,* A Discourse on the baneful effects of ancient su- 
perstition, will be delivered by the Editor, to-morrow 
evening at 8 o'clock, at Shepherd’s Long-Room, No. 11, 
George’s-street. 
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